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This week's latest California environmental law news.
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BP to pay $14 million in
settlement over gas storage
tanks

San Jose Mercury News - November 17

The BP oil company has agreed to pay $14 million
to settle California prosecutors’ allegations of
violations in operating and maintaining
underground fuel tanks at 780 gas stations around
the state over the past 10 years. State Attorney
General Kamala Harris and prosecutors from
Alameda, San Diego, and eight other California
counties announced the civil settlement with BF on
Thursday. Under the settlement, which still needs
final approval from the Alameda County Superior
Court, BP officials agree to make the settiement
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payments without admitting to violations.
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3,600-acre gas field beneath the hills north of
Porter Ranch. LAUSD will also request that the
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power not
burn diesel, a source of pollution, at its Sun Valley
and Wilmington power plants to replace any
resulting shortage of natural gas. The Aliso
Canyon gas leak released more than 100,000
metric tons of methane into the air from October
2015 through February, forcing the relocation of
8,400 families and two Porter Ranch elementary
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approvals. In May, the Bureau of Safety and
Environmental Enforcement and Bureau of Ocean
Energy Management released an environmental
review of hydraulic fracturing and other well
stimulation treatments at 23 oll and gas platforms
off California's coast. Their analysis found no
significant environmental impacts. The
environmental groups, however, allege the review
was inadequate in examining potential impacts to
water and air quality and about two dozen
threatened or endangered species, including
whales, otters, birds, and fish
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through 2022. The Interior Department
had previously proposed limited drilling rights sales
Thithelifedudud mbe Cliukehi seas north of Alaska,
where there has never been oil and natural gas
production from traditional mobile drilling rigs. The
decision all but bans Arclic drilling for that time
period, since oil companies have let almost all of
their leases in the Arctlic expire or have
surrendered them. Subject to a long regulatory
process, President-elect Donald Trump could seek
to amend the five-year drilling plan to add more
sales. Because the plan is being released late in
President Obama’s time in office, congressional
Republicans could try legislatively to overturn the
plan or open the Arclic or Atlantic to drilling.

i L. Nichols
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Sdihie Court Allows
it Ghellane
Approved Jurisdicti
Determinations

DWR Makes Progress in
SGMA Implementation b
Releasing Draft Requlations
for Groundwater
Sustainability Plans

Governor Brown Authorizes
Streamlined Groundwater
Basin Adiudications and
Private Party Participation
Under Sustainable
Groundwater Management
Act
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. Regulatory
compliance and
permitting

«  Contaminated sites and
Superfund

+  Environmental impact
analysis (CEQA and
NEPA)

=  Natural resources

+  Water rights/water
supply

+  Climate change and
sustainable
development

«  Epvironmental risk
management

«  Environmental
enforcement and
litigation

+ Legislative advocacy

»  More

Contact our Environmental
Attorneys
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Allen Matking has one of
California’s best
Environmental practices
(2010-2015)
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